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nelationships with Inhabitants ? (/4 /
of Celestrial Bodies

Relationships with extraterrestrial men presents
no bascially new probvlem from the gtandpoint of international
law; but the possibility of confronting inteiligent beings
that do not belong to the human race would bring up problens
whose solution it is difficult to conceive., .- .

In principle, there is no difficulty in accepting the
possibility of coming to an understanding with them, and of
establishing all kinds of relationships. The diffioulty lios
in trying to establish the prinoiplea on which these '
relationshipa ghould be basged. X

-—

In the first place, it would be necessary to establish
communication with them through some langusge or other, and
afterwards, as a first condition for all intelligencs, that
they should have a psychology similar to that of men,

At any rate, international law should make place for
&8 new law on a8 different basia, and it might be called "Law
Among Flanetary Peoples,® following the guidelines found in
the Pentateuch. Obvicusly, the idea of revolutionizing .
international law to the point where it would be capable of
coping with new situations would compel us to make a change
in its structure, a change sco basic that it would no lenger
be international law, that is to say, as it 1s conceived
today, but something altogether different, so that it oould
no longer bear the pame name.

If these intelligent beings were in possession of a
more or less culture, and a more or less perfect pelitical
organization, they would have an absolute right to be
recognized ag independent and soverign peoples, we would
have to come to an agreement with them to establish the
legal regulations upon which future relationships should be
based, and it would be necessary to asccept many of their
princiylea.

Finally, if they should re)oct all peaceful - 3
cooperation and become an imminent threat to the earth, we
would have the right to legitimate defense, but only insofar
as would be necessary te annul this dnnger.

L84 2 2

Another possibility may exist, that a speciea of homo
sapiens mizht have established thensolvea as an independent
nation on another celestrial body in our solar systou and

“iilw.
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%~ evolved oulturely indenpendsntly from oura. Obviously, this: i i
: possibility depende on many ciroumstances, whose conditlona *;ﬂ?’ﬁ
oanmot yet bs foresesn. However, we osn make & study of the &7,
basis on which such a thing might have ooourrsd, :-: L

P P In the first placs, living ocontitions on these bLodles ..
i lets say the moon,-or the planst Mars, would have to be such ',
. a8 to permit a stable, and to a certain extent, independent.
1ife ;rom ari socononie standpoint., Much has been epeculated .-
about the possibilities for 1ife existing outside-of our -~
A atmosphere and beyond, always hypothetiocally, and there are
:. those who zo so far as to give formulas for Ehe oreation of
an artificial atmosphere on the moon, which undoubtedly have
& certain sclentifio foundation, and which may one day oome
to light, Lets assume that magnesium silicates on the moon
nay exist and sontain up to 13 per cent water. Using ‘energy
and machines brpught to the moon, perhaps from a spacs station,
the rooks could be broken up, pulverized, and then baocked to
adrive off the water of orystallization. This oould be oollected
and then decomposed into hydrogen and oxygen, using an slecotrio
ourrent or the short wave radiation of the sun. The oxygen

could be used for breathing purpeses; the hydragen might be
used as a fuel, S .

- in any ocase, if no axistence is possidble on oslestrial. i
bodies except for enterprises for the exploration of -thair
natural richees, with a continuous interchange of thes nmen who .
work on them, unable to establish themselves there indefinitsly

and bs able to live isclated 1ife, independence will never -
take plaoce, .

r

BRenH

_ Now we come to the problem of determining what to
do i1f the inhabitants of clestrial bodies, or extraterrestrial .
biological entities (EBE) desire tc settle here. :
1, If they are politically organized and possess a
certain culture similar to our own, they may be recogniced as
a independent people. They could conpider what degrees of
development would be raguired on sarth fﬂa‘colonzzins.

2. If they consider our culture tofdevoid of politioal
unity, they would have the right to colonize., Of course, this -
colonization cannot be conducted on classic iines,: . © -

" A _superior form of occlonizing will have to be concelved,
that ocould be a kind of tutelage, possibly through the tmesit . -
epproval of the United Nations. But would the United Nations

o legally have the right of mllowing suoch tutelage over us in suoch
N & fashion? -le - . . SRS

n.o. - 1y
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M internatienal organization, there is no doudbt that it uonmiﬁ*
'"'nhave no right of tutelage, since ita domain doss not extend -

. baysnd relatienships bstween its members, It would have the’

- right td intervene enly if the relationships ef a member
. nation with a cslestrial body affectad another menber naxien

.. with an sxtraterrestrial people is bayond the domain ef the .
. United Nations, But if these relatienships ontailed a

.+ confliot with ansther member nation, the United. Nntions unuld “iﬁ
have.the right to imtervens. P

P ‘ (b) If the United Nations were a suprn-natxonnl A

! ) erganiration, it would have oonzetancy to deal with all )

problems related to extraterrestrial psoples, Of ocourss,

even though it is merely an internatienal organication, it

ocould have this ocompetencs if its member ntatoa nould be

willing to recegnize it.

LL 2 o 2

It 18 Airficult to predict what the attitude of
intarnational law wlll be with regard to the oooupat&on hy
colestrial peoples of certain locations on our planst
the only thing that can be foresesn is that thorc wili
a profunnﬁ changes in traditional conoepts, '

‘We'cannot exclude the possibility that a race of
sxtraterrstrial people more adyancesd technologlioally and
sconomioally may take upon itselfl the right to ocooupy

another celestrial body. How, then, would this ocoupsation
come about? '

1. The idea of exploitation by one celestrial
state would be rejscted, they may think.it would ba adritahlc
to grant it to all othars capable of reaching another
cslestrial bedy. 3But thiz would be to naintain a. aituatian
of srivilege for these states, 4

2, The division of a celestrall body into zones
and the distribution of them among other celestrial statss.
This would present the problem of distribution. Morsover :
other calestrial states would be deprived of the possibility"

of owning an area, or if they wers granted one it would
involve compliocated operations.

3. Indivisible co~sovereignty, giving each oaloctrlal
state the right to make whatever uss is mozt convenient to..

its interests, indepenidently ef the others., This would

oreate & situation of anarchy, . the strongest one would
win eut in .the end. » A -

. . &, A moral entity? The most feasible selution 1y
g | S -3 T AR R
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. gesm weuld be this ene, submitt an agrsement providing fer the -
zaaoerul abserbtion of a celestrial race{s) Ain such a manner -

hat sur culturs would remaln intact with.guarantees that
their prasence not bea ravealed, ot ' aat

Aotually, we &0 not believe it necessary {o go that
far. It weuld merely be a matter of internationalizing = =~
.. oslestrial peeples, and oreating an internatienasl treaty

. 1ntsrunant.preienting exploitation of all nations. .bslonging
.to the United Natiens, I :

L2 2 22

Occupation by states here en earth, which has lost
all interest for international law, since there.wers no. mors
res nullilus territories, if beginning to regain.all ita
Importance .in cosmic intesrnational law. *-

Ocoupation consists in the appropriation by a state

ef . res nulljius.,

Until the last century, occupation was the noraal
neans of asquiring sovereignty orver territories, when -
explorations made possible the discevery of new ragions,
eithar unihablted or in an elementary state of .oivilizatien,

The imperialist sxpansion of the states came to an
end with the end of regions capable of bei ocoupisd, whioh
have now besn drained from the earth and exiast only in

interplanetary space, where the celestrial states present
new problems,

L2 2.2 d ]

Res nnl;gfs 18 something that bolongs-to nobody such
as the moon, In international law a celestrial body is not

subjsct to the sovareipgnty of any state ig conasidered res
militus, If it occuld be established that a celestrisl vody
within our solar system such a8 our moon was, or is cocupled
by another cgelestrial race, there could be no olaim of re
nulliug by any state on earth {(if that state should decids

in the future tc send explorers to lay claim to it), It would

exist as res ocommunig, that is that all celestrial states
have the same rights over it.

Lo 2 L 1)

And now to the final gquestion of whether ths presence
of celestrial astroplanses in our atmospnere is a direct
result of our testing atomic weapons? -

The sresence of unidentified space craft flying in
our atmosphere (and possibly maintaining ordits about .our
planet) is now, however, ag&:ptadl!!?by our military. -

e usdetach



On every question of whether the United Stateu nill ”ﬂ?éﬁk:

~:icontinne testinf of Tfissien bombs and develop fusion devioan'ﬂ 217

{hydrogen bomb or reach an agreenent to disarm and the-:
exolusfon of waapons that sre too destructive, with the v
exception of chemical warfare, on which, by some miracle we
ocannot explain, an fF agreement has been reached, the
lamentations of philosophers, the efforts of politicians, and
the conferences of diplomats have been doomed to failure and
have accomplished nothing,

The use of the atomic bomb combined with spaos
vehicles poses a threat on a doale which makes it' absolutely
nscessary to come to an agreement in this area. Wilth the
appearance of unidentified space vehicles {opinions are
sharply divided as to their origin) over the skies.of Burose
and the Unlited States has sustaineéd an ineradical fesar, an
anxiety sbout security, that is driving the great. )pwcrs to
make an effort to find a solution te the threat, -

Military strategiats-foreaee the uaa of zpace.oraft
with nuclear warheads as the ultipate weapon of war. Even
the deployment of artificial satellites for intelligence
gatnering and. target selsotion is not far off. The military .
importance of spaoe vshiocles, satellites as well as rockets '
ig indisputable, since they project war from the horigontal
plans to the vertiocal plane in its fullest sense. Attack ne
longer coneg from an sxclusive direction, nor from a =
determined ocountry, but from the sky, wifn the praotical
inpossibllity of deternining who the azgreseor.is, how to
intercept the attack, or how to effect inmediate reprisals,
These problems are compounded further by idsntifiocation.

How doss the air defenss radar operator idantiry , O MOrs
precisely, oclassify his target?

At present, we can breath a little easier knowing
that slow moving bombers areé the mode of delivery of atomio
bombs that can bs detected by long-rangs early warning radasr,
But what do we.do in lets say ten years from now? When :
artificial satellites and misalles find their place in space,
wd must conegider the potential threat that unidentified
space craft pose. One must oonsider the fact that
nia-t&bnttfioation of theses ppace oraft.for a intercontensntal
minsile in a re-entry phase of flight could leaa to accidental

.. nuslear war with horrible oconsequences.

Lastly, we should oonsider the possibility that our
ataospheria tasts of late could have influenced the arrivnl

- of ocelestrial scrutiny. They oould have bsen.curious or even

alarmed by such aotivity {and rightly so, for the Rumsians
would meke every offort teo observe and record such .tests).

In conclusion, it is our professional opinion based on

| subnittea data that this situstion is axtro-oly )erilous. and -

-s-



' measures nust be taken te rectify a very serious preblel are’
_-very apparent. o : _

. Mw9lf and Mrghal have read t'.'s and I mu~% admi@there
is some lugle. Bub I hara- think wine Uresideat alil

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer

Director of Advanced Studies
rrincaton. New Jersey

f

/s/ |
Professor Albert Binstein

Princeton, New Jersey

_ consider
it for the obvious reas~is-. I understand Oprenheiner - :
app 7ach>d Mar -hall whi%x they attended cov. vy ab .

] Az I .pderstend 1t Marghaly rebw’’ed the idea .
of Oppeva’ne ey Ciscrasiow this wi'f,‘rs ths Tregident, I *elimd:
to Gordon, snd he a{w, -
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